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polarization scores for our depolarized Congresses (which range from low to 
moderate polarization) with the standardized scores for our polarized Congresses 
(which range from moderate to high polarization). In combining these scores, we 
first must reverse the sign on the scores for the polarized Congresses (which we 
do by multiplying the standardized scores for polarized Congresses by -1), so 
that low or negative scores indicate the least moderate Congresses, and high or 
positive scores indicate the most moderate Congresses. When we add together 
these inverted scores for polarized Congresses with the original scores for the 
depolarized Congresses, we have an overall measure of moderate polarization. 
In this measure, high (positive) scores indicate moderately polarized Congresses, 
which we expect to foster policy productivity. The low (negative) scores indicate 
our deviant or “hi/lo” Congresses; these are characterized by too much or too 
little polarized conflict and thus are expected to prove less effective in fostering 
policy productivity.

Figure 17-6 indicates that the relationship between moderate polarization 
and legislative productivity is a positive one. As Congresses approach moder-
ately polarized status on the right of the figure, productivity increases; as they 
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Figure 17-6  �Relationship between Moderate Polarization and 
Legislative Productivity 

Source: Compiled by authors.

Note: Polarization scores for the Congresses in this figure have been standardized, with the 
mean score being zero. N = 45; Pearson-r = .31; p < .05 one-tailed test. With the 73rd and 
111th Congresses removed the Pearson-r = .40; p < .05 one-tailed test.


